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of the reign of Alexander. His life was united to hope
for the new country: his death was a tragedy that led to
further tragedy. The assassination of Alexander at
Marseilles, in 1934, must be connected historically
with the murder of Raditch in 1928. It gave Italy and
Hungary their opportunity to organize racial revenge.
That King Alexander had been a firm friend of the
Croat hero was no hindrance. Raditch was the figure-
head of the Croats and the Serbs could be advertised as
the eternal enemy. The murder of Raditch made the
problem of Serbo-Croat conciliation almost insoluble.

Raditch was forty-seven in 1918? a plump little moon-
faced man, always smiling,, not Balkan in appearance but
surely Slav. He might have been a Russian. The
Serbs do not like facetiousness and playfulness and with
difficulty tolerate a waggish politician. They could
not understand why he exercised such overwhelming
influence on the Croats. But he had not grown up
among the Serbs and they did not know him.

He was a man of the people, one of eleven children
of poor peasants on a seven-acre farm near Sisk. He
and his brother Ante seemed clever and went to school
in Zagreb, the rest stayed on the land. Stephen's
political adventures began when he was sixteen. He
was sent to prison for shouting in a theatre. He had
cried out, "Down with the Viceroy I'5 The Hungarian
police could not tolerate even a childish demonstration
in the Opera House. When he was set free he found
himself rather a hero among the other boys. But his
headmaster advised him to keep away from the school
for a while lest he be forced by the authorities to expel
him. He must not lose the right to matriculate.

With time on his hands Stephen decided to. go to
Russia. He became very enthusiastic for the Russians
and rapidly learned the language. He had an extra-
ordinary facility for languages. When he returned to
Zagreb he told his schoolmates that they must learn
Russian and began a private class, teaching them him-